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Narrative Review
An Introductory Remark into the Terminology of Social Problems
and the Health System

Khatere Khanjankhani, Mohammad Mehdi Kiani®, Efat Mohamadi?, Alireza Olyaeimanesh®*, Amirhossein Takian**

Abstract

Background: Social problems have been in all human societies. However, there is little evidence to illustrate the
impact of the health systems in causing social problems. This study aimed to conduct an exploration of social
problems in the health system.

Methods: We conducted a narrative review from 2000 to 2019, using the related keywords in both Persian and
English. Using the inclusion criteria a total of 58 articles were finally selected to be included in the research.

Results: There is still no clear and uniform definition of social problems in the health system. Some studies have
shown the impact of social problems on health. Researchers listed examples of conflict of interest, lack of
transparency, induced demand, corruption and hazards as social problem of the health system.

Conclusion: As a social subsystem, the health system itself can create social dilemmas, which can lead to a
compromise in health equity. By recognizing social problems in social subsystems and planning to address them
appropriately, the society can enhance social health and prosperity, which can result in greater social capital and
social welfare and health equity.

Keywords: Delivary of Health Care, Social Justice, Social Problems

&lw
1. Solar O, Irwin A. A conceptual framework for action on the social 8. Mooney LA, Knox D, Schacht C. Understanding social problems. 7 th
determinants of health. Geneva: WHO Document Production ed. Wadsworth: Nelson Education; 2014.
Services; 2010. 9. Jahanbin N. Explaining injuries and social issues from the
2. Currie C, et al. Social determinants of health and well-being perspective of sociology and Islam and expressing the grounds
among young people: Health Behaviour in School-aged for the occurrence of injuries from the perspective of Islam.
Children (HBSC) study: international report from the 2009/2010 Islamic Propaganda Organization. 2011. Available at:
survey. Copenhagen: WHO; 2012. http://old.ido.ir/a.aspx?a=1390081101 [In Persian]
3. Marmot M, Friel S, Bell R, Houweling TA, Taylor S. Closing the gap ~ 10. Abdollahi M. Social problems and processes in Iran. Tehran:
in a generation: health equity through action on the social determinants Agah; 2002. [In Persian]
of health. Lancet 2008; 372(9650): 1661-9. 11. Eitzen S, Bacazinn M. Social Problem. Boston: Allyn and Bacon; 2000.
4. Savage SP. The theories of Talcott Parsons: The social relations of ~ 12. Sarukhani B. Encyclopedia of Social Sciences. Tehran: Keyhan; 1991.
action. London: Macmillan Press; 1981. [In Persian]
5. Mohammadi Asl A. Sociological Theories. Tehran: 13. Motamedi S. To make priority of social problems in Iran. Social
Sociologists; 2009. [In Persian] Welfare 2007; 6(24): 327-47. [In Persian]
6. Hamilton P. Talcott Parsons. Translated by A. Tadayon. Tehran: 14. Bagheri ZB, Elmi M. Social capital, social trust, pathological
Hermes; 2000. [In Persian] symptoms of social relations in iran. Journal of sociology 2010;
7. Mousavi MS, Maleki S, Taherian S. A Conceptual Reflection on the 2(5): 125-38. [In Persian]
Social Problems. The Second National Conference on Social Injuries. 15. National Library of Medicine. Social Problems. 2018. Medical
October 9" 2019; Ardabil: University of Mohaghegh Ardabili; 2019. Subject Headings. Awvailable at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
[In Persian] mesh/?term=Social+Problems

[ Downloaded from ijhp.ir on 2026-05-19 ]

1. Department of Health Management and Economics, School of Public Health, Health Equity Research Center (HERC), Tehran University of Medical
Sciences (TUMS).

2. Health Equity Research Center (HERC), Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS).

3. «=Corresponding Author: National Institute for Health Research (NIHR), Health Equity Research Center (HERC), Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS).

4. «Corresponding Author: Department of Global Health and Public Policy, School of Public Health, Health Equity Research Center (HERC), Department of Health
Management and Economics, School of Public Health, Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS).

AR


http://old.ido.ir/a.aspx?a=1390081101
https://ijhp.ir/article-1-269-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijhp.ir on 2026-05-19 ]

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

3L

Barkan SE. A primer on social problems; 2012.

Kornblum W, Julian J. Social Problems. 14th ed. New Jersey: Karen
Hanson; 2012.

Murray ET, Head J, Shelton N, Hagger-Johnson G, Stansfeld S,
Zaninotto P, et al. Local area unemployment, individual health and
workforce exit: ONS Longitudinal Study. Eur J Public Health 2016;
26(3): 463-9.

Lam CLK, Guo VY, Wong CKH, Yu EYT, Fung CSC. Poverty and
health-related quality of life of people living in Hong Kong:
comparison of individuals from low-income families and the general
population. J Public Health 2016; 39(2): 258-65.

Ferreira-Borges C, Rehm J, Dias S, Babor T, Parry CD. The impact of
alcohol consumption on African people in 2012: an analysis of burden of
disease. Trop Med Int Health 2016; 21(1): 52-60.

Milanifar A, Akhondi MM, Paykarzadeh P, Larijani B. Assessing
conflict of interest in Iran’s health legal system. Iranian Journal of
Medical Ethics and History of Medicine 2011; 5(1): 1-16. [In Persian]
Serra ME. Conflict of interest: Nuances between principles and the
aim. Arch Argent Pediatr 2017; 115(5): 501-4.

Holden AC, Spallek H. Looking Gift-horses in the Mouth: Gift-giving,
Incentives and Conflict of Interest in the Dental Profession. J Law Med
2018; 25(3): 794-9.

Chimonas S, DeVito NJ, Rothman DJ. Bringing transparency to
medicine: exploring physicians' views and experiences of the sunshine
act. Am J Bioeth 2017; 17(6): 4-18.

Morciano C, Basevi V, Faralli C, Hilton Boon M, Tonon S, Taruscio D.
Policies on Conflicts of Interest in Health Care Guideline Development:
A Cross-Sectional Analysis. PLoS One 2016; 11(11): e0166485.

Allan GM, Kraut R, Crawshay A, Korownyk C, Vandermeer B, Kolber
MR. Contributors to primary care guidelines: What are their
professions and how many of them have conflicts of interest? Can Fam
Physician 2015; 61(1): 52-8.

Organisation for economic co-operation and development (OECD).
Managing conflict of interest in the Public sector: A Toolkit. Paris:
OECD; 2005.

Kaufmann D, Bellver A. Transparenting transparency: Initial empirics
and policy applications. 2005. Available at: http://ssrn.com.
Schargrodsky E, Mera J, Weinschelbaum F. Transparency and accountability
in Argentina’s hospitals. 2001. Available at: Scienceopen.com

Sekimoto M, li M. Supplier-induced demand for chronic disease care
in Japan: multilevel analysis of the association between physician
density and physician-patient encounter frequency. Value Health Reg
Issue 2015; 6: 103-10.

Shain M, Roemer MI. Hospital costs relate to the supply of beds. J
Occup Environ Med 1959; 1(9): 518.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

oM sl85 51 5 K 3 4y

Roemer MI. Bed supply and hospital utilization: a natural experiment.
Hospitals 1961; 35: 36.

Panahi H, Salmani B, Nasibparast S. Inductive Effect of Physicians
Number and Hospital Bed on Health Expenditures in Iran. Quarterly
Journal of Applied Theories of Economics 2015; 2(2): 25-42. [In
Persian]

Yuda M. Medical fee reforms, changes in medical supply densities, and
supplier-induced demand: Empirical evidence from Japan. Hitotsubashi
Journal of Economics 2013; 54(1): 79-93.

Nassiri A, Rochaix L. Revisiting physicians' financial incentives in
Quebec: a panel system approach. Health Econ 2006; 15(1): 49-64.
Filippini M, Masiero G, Moschetti K. Socioeconomic determinants of
regional differences in outpatient antibiotic consumption: evidence
from Switzerland. Health policy 2006; 78(1): 77-92.
Emamgholizadeh S, Emamgholizadeh S. Investigating the
relationship between political power and corruption and
providing appropriate solutions to combat it from the
perspective of Islamic management. Institute of Humanities and
Cultural Studies 2013(78): 124-08. [In Persian]

Mohammadi K, et al. Investigating the factors affecting the control of
administrative violations in the staff of Kurdistan University of Medical
Sciences in 2014-2015. Kurdistan: Kurdistan University of Medical
Sciences; 2015. [In Persian]

Transparency International. Corruption Perceptions Index. 2019.
Auvailable at: https://www.transparency.org/en/countries/.

Wonderling D, Gruen R, Black N. Introduction to Health Economics.
Understanding Public Health Series. London: Open University Press,
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine; 2005.

Pakdaman M. Estimating the impact of moral hazard in utilization of
health care services in a cohort of health insurance coverage.
Dissertation, Tehran: Tehran University of Medical Sciences; 2011. [In
Persian]

Haddad GK, Anbaji MZ. Analysis of adverse selection and moral
hazard in the health insurance market of Iran. Geneva Pap Risk Insur
Issues Pract 2010; 35(4): 581-99.

Bajari P, Hong H, Khwaja A. Moral hazard, adverse selection and
health expenditures: A semiparametric analysis. Cambridge: National
Bureau of Economic Research; 2006.

Nooraie H, Tabibian M, Rezaie N. The Analysis of Security in
Informal Areas with Special Reference to Social Pathologies (Case
study: Khaksefid-Tehran). Hoviateshahr 2013; 7(13): 11-22. [In
Persian]

Salehi Amir SR, Afshari Naderi A. Theoretical and Strategic
Foundations of Enhancing Social and Cultural Security in Tehran.
Rahbord 2011; 20(59): 49-76.

VY-


https://www.transparency.org/en/countries/
https://ijhp.ir/article-1-269-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

