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Graduate Education in Iran and Quality Path

Seyed Hasan Moghaddam-Nia’, Moslem Bahadori?, Hamid Moghaddasi®"

Abstract

Background: The World Bank in its 1994 study entitled "Higher Education: Lessons from Experience" states that
universities are responsible for training future world leaders as well as creating and developing high-level technical
capabilities for global economic growth. It declares that countries over the past two decades have invested heavily in
universities and higher education institutions. However, in many developing countries we have seen a decline in the
quality of higher education.

Graduate education and its works are an important part of a continuous research process that helps us understand the
world in which we live. Therefore, the students by participating in a social process not only make society aware of its
complexities, issues, and beauties, but they also work individually to improve their lives by expanding insight and
learning. The purpose of graduate education should be to train self-guided, challenging, seeking, and questioning
individuals so that they can increase their goal-oriented and participatory spirit. Given the importance of graduate
education and its graduates in the production of science and wealth for society, the present study was conducted by
the Department of Basic Sciences of the Academy of Medical Sciences with the aim of examining the ability of
educational groups to educate graduate students in medical universities over a seven-year period (1388 to 1395).
Methods: In this descriptive study, the main variable of the research was: the status of the departments with graduate
courses, and the sub-variables were: the goals and organizational position of the educational department, the status of
faculty members, the teaching and learning process, the status of facilities and the educational equipment of the
faculty, the research projects and theses. Nine educational departments with graduate courses from each of the four
universities of medical sciences, including: Shahid Beheshti, Iran, Mashhad, Tehran, a total of 36 departments were
considered as the sample of study for the period 1388 to 1395.

Results: The findings of this study indicate that in general, the situation of the universities under study is acceptable,
but due to the facilities and budget that all of them have, they do not meet the expectations of the first-ranked
universities. Totally, it seems that when the status of graduate courses in four first-ranked universities is less than
70%, we cannot expect more outputs from lower-ranked universities.

Conclusion: The Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical Education should seek basic solutions to improve the
quality of graduate education in line with the mission of third and fourth generation universities.

Keywords: Credentialism, Education-Graduate, Post graduate Education, Quality of Education

1. Permanet Member of the Basic Sciences Department of the Academy of Medical Sciences
2. Permanet Member, Head of the Basic Sciences Department of the Academy of Medical Sciences
3. = Corresponding Author: Member of the Basic Permanet Member of the Basic Sciences Department of the Academy of Medical Sciences

Yy


https://ijhp.ir/article-1-249-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ijhp.ir on 2026-05-20 ]

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Maassen P, Andreadakis Z, et al. The Place of Universities in
Society. University of Oslo; 2019.

Etzkowitz H.The evolution of the entrepreneurial university.
International Journal of Technology and Globalization 2004; 1(1).
Inamorato A, GauSas S, et al.
Development in Higher Education. Publications Office of the
European Union; 2019.

The Gallup Organization. Survey on Higher Education Reforms, 2007.
Wissema JG. Towards the third generation university.
Managing the university in transition. United Cheltenham:
Kingdom; 2009.

Inamorato A, Gausas S, et al. Innovating Professional Development
in Higher Education. Luxembourg: Publications Office of the
European Union; 2019.

Concei¢do P, Heitor M. On the role of the university in the
knowledge economy. Science and Public Policy 1999; 26(1).
Lukoves M, Zuti B. New Functions of Universities in the XXI
Century: Fourth Generation Universities? University of Szeged
Faculty of Economics and Business Administration.

Etzkowitz H. The evolution of the entrepreneurial university.
International Journal of Technology and Globalization 2004; 1.
Robbinge R, Singerland M. Change in knowledge in infrastructure:
the third generation university; 2009.

Louw J, Muller J. A Literature Review on Models of the PhD.
CHET 2014.

Park Ch. New Variant PhD: The changing nature of the doctorate in
the UK. Lancaster University, UK, Journal of Higher Education
Policy and Management 2005; 27(2).

Mitchell, N. (2002). Surviving the PhD. All in the mind (radio program).
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. Transcript retrieved from
mind/s668358.htm.Available at: http://mww.abc.net.au/rn/science/
Stauffer, T. M. A university model for the 1990s. New Directions
for Higher Education 1990; 18(2): 19-24.

Innovating Professional

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

oM sl85 51 5 K 3 4y

&L

.

The University of Western Australia. How is undergraduate study
different from postgraduate study? Awvailable at: https://www.
ask.uwa.edu.au/app/answers/detail/a_id/1128/~/differences-
between-undergraduate-and-postgraduate-study

Objectives of graduate studies. Available at: https://catalog.unk.
edu/graduate/graduate-studies/objectives-graduate- study/objectives
-graduate-study.pdf.

Boland S. Graduate Studies: A Practical Guide. Canadian
Association for Graduate Studies, 2012.

Puddey lan B, Mercer A, Carr Sandra E. Relative progress and academic
performance of graduate vs undergraduate entrants to an Australian
medical school. BMC Medical Education 2019; 19 (159).

World Bank. Higher Education: The lessons of experience. The
World Bank Publication; 1994.

Wikipedia. Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lranian_ Cultural
_Revolution.

ISNA. "The Similarities of Iranian Higher Education with the World".
2018. Available at: https:/mww.isna.ir/news/97030804268/.
Vaghayehdaily. "IRAN is the capital of world on degree
orientation". 2016, Available at: http://vaghayedaily.ir/fa

ISNA. " Why do not decrease the tendency of degree orientation?".
2019. Available at: https://www.isna.ir/news/98081005064/

Mehr News Agency. "The wound of degree orientation on higher education's
body"; 2018. Available at: https:/mamw.mehrmews.com/news/4345644/
Ministry of Education and. "Degree orientation instead of competency in
IRAN". 2019 . Available at: https:/Awww.roshdmag.ir/fa/article/21978/
Parsa Moein K. Social factors affecting the formation of higher
education (with emphasis on documentary). Islamic Azad
University: Journal of Social Research 2017; 10(37). Available at:
https://jsr.riau.ac.ir/article_1215.html.

Iranian National document. Agreement between Academy of Islamic
Republic of IRAN; Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical Training;
and Ministry of Sciences, Research and Technology; 2016.

YA


http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iranian_%20Cultural%20_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iranian_%20Cultural%20_Revolution
https://www.isna.ir/news/97030804268/
http://vaghayedaily.ir/fa
https://www.isna.ir/news/98081005064/
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/4345644/
https://jsr.riau.ac.ir/article_1215.html
https://ijhp.ir/article-1-249-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

