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Abstract

Background: Ending poverty in all its forms is the first of the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
Kermanshah, as a border province, faces unfavorable conditions in terms of poverty and deprivation. This study aims
to investigate the factors influencing poverty reduction in the Kermanshah Province using a fuzzy cognitive mapping
approach.

Methods: A questionnaire assessing the mutual influences of poverty-reduction drivers was distributed among
experts, including faculty members of Razi University and professionals from relevant organizations. A fuzzy
cognitive map was constructed using FCM EXPERT software, and the degree of influence, centrality, and ranking of
variables were determined using the R and Mental Modeller software.

Results: The findings indicated that unemployment reduction and income increase had the highest levels of influence
and susceptibility, while income increase and promoting a culture of participation held the highest centrality.
According to the ranking index, the most critical factors affecting poverty reduction in the province were identified
as unemployment reduction, income increase, and enhancement of participatory culture.

Conclusion: Boosting production and leveraging comparative advantages such as tourism and health tourism can
enhance employment and income. Additionally, vocational training, establishment of cooperatives, and government
support for businesses can create financial and skill synergies, contributing effectively to poverty alleviation.
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Please cite this article as:
Sotoudeh NZ, Fattahi S. Poverty Reduction Scenarios in the Kermanshah Province using Fuzzy Cognitive Mapping. Iran J Cult Health Promot 2026;
9(4): 447-455.

Copyright: © 2026 Iranian Journal of Culture and Health Promotion. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License

YOO S pole liwSin b caadles 5lis | g Kim 3 4y i VEF e ooyl ojled ot 0599


http://ijhp.ir/article-1-965-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

