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Patient Confidentiality: Is it Trending from Absolute to Partial?

Mohsen Parvizi MD* Fatemeh Ehtesham?

Abstract

Background: Patient confidentiality has long been one of the pillars of an effective doctor-patient
relationship since ancient times. It has been accepted as a basic and scientific principle from various
schools of thought and is based on trust; many great Islamic scholars have supported and stressed
the importance of it. We sought to see if medical confidentiality is being undermined pursuing a trend
decreasing from absolute to partial confidentiality.

Methods: In this study several ancient medieval medical texts of famous scholars were studied and
international rules and regulations were sought to see if there is a trend of patient confidentiality
breach.

Results: Patient confidentiality is considered to be absolute especially with regard to medical ethics
and it is and has been one of the pillars of a trustworthy doctor-patient relationship since ancient
times. But we found it to be a changing trend.

Conclusion: Medical confidentiality is trending from absolute to partial which may constitute a
breach of medical ethics.

Keywords: Confidentiality, Physician-Patient Relations

1. Associate professor of physiology, university of Tehran
2. Student, university of Tehran

YOO


http://ijhp.ir/article-1-92-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijhp.ir on 2026-07-06 ]

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Qaramelki F. Professional ethics in Iranian and Islamic civilization.
Tehran: Cultural and Social Studies Research Institute Publications;
2008. pp. 105-137.

Larijani B. Physician and Moral Considerations (two volumes). Tehran,
Baraye farad publication; 2013. pp. 63-65.

Shojaee AA, Abolhasani-Anaraki F. Trust realization in physician-
patient relationship. IIMEHM 2012; 5(5): 76-91. [In Persian]

Athar, Moin, Anbari Akmal, Kobri, Doctor-Patient Communication in
Tehran, Shahid University (Danshor) Bimonthly Scientific and
Research Magazine, March 2018, Volume No. 85, Year 17, pp. 71-80.
Javadi MA, Abbasi M. Medical ethics and patient's expectations from
the doctor. Tehran: Sina Legal Cultural Institute Publications; 2016. pp.
56-58.

Raft F, Rahabi SM. An analysis based on religious teachings on the
ethical principles of clinical decision-making, Proceedings of the
Second National Conference on Quran and Medicine, Mashhad,
Foundation for Quranic Researches, District and University; 1387. pp.
15-21.

Tabari A. Firdous al-Hikmeh. Research and translation; Ali Naghi
Manzavi, Mohammad Ebrahim Zaker Zaker. Tehran: Traditional
Medicine and Medical VVocabulary Research Center, Shahid Beheshti
University; 2013. pp. 530-560-531.

Romano-Critchley G, Sheather J. Medical ethics today (The BMAs
handbook of ethics and law). London: BMJ Publishing Group; 2004. p.
52.

Williams J. Handbook of Medical Ethics, World Medical Association.
Rasht: Rasht University of Medical Sciences Publications; 2013. pp.
47-50.

Parsa M. Medicine and patients' privacy. JMEHM 2009; 2(4): 1-14.
[In Persian]

Alam Elhadi SMH. Informing the patient. Tehran, summary of articles
of the 10th Asian Conference on Bioethics; 2008. pp. 132-133.
Naraghi MM. Jame al-Saadat. Tehran: Tehran lithography publisher;
1377. p. 324.

Ashrafi M. Medical ethics and professional misconduct, first edition.
Tehran: Iran University of Medical Sciences and Health Services
Publications; 2005. p. 296.

Esfahani MM. Secrecy and investigation of its limits and privacy in the
profession of responsibility for medical documents, collection of
articles on Islam and Health Sciences. Tehran: Student and Cultural
Vice-Chancellor of Iran University of Medical Sciences; 2019 pp. 2-4.
Devati Ali, Omidmalairi S, Melki A. Holy Quran and Medical Oath,
Proceedings of the Second National Conference on Quran and
Medicine, Code 607, Mashhad, Foundation for Quranic Researches of
the District and University; 2017, pp. 32-40.

Majlesi MT. Bihar al-Anwar al-Jamia Lederer Akhbar al-Imae al-
Athar, Vol. 89. Beirut: Al-Wafa Institute; 1983. pp. 77.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Sy pole GBSia s o g5y pale s

&b
Ahmadian A. Guide to Humanity (Nahj al-Fasaha). Qom: Golestan
Adab; 2015. p. 226.
Nahj al-Balagheh. translated by Mohammad Dashti, 10th edition.
Tehran: Amirul Momineen (AS) Cultural Research Institute; 2010.
Kilini al-Razi, Muhammad Ibn Yaqub I. Usul Kafi, volume 1,
translated and explained by Javad Mostafavi. second edition. Tehran:
Vali Asr Publications, 1998. p. 191.
Tabibi SZ. Can informed consent be considered a license for suicide
and euthanasia? abstract of articles of the 3rd International Congress of
Medical Law. Tehran: Shahid Beheshti University; 2019. pp. 78-80.
Ibn Sina, Hossein bin Abdullah. A collection of sixteen treatises of Ibn
Sina on wisdom and natural sciences, 4th period, Tehran, Institute of
Medical History of Islamic Medicine and Supplement. Tehran: Tehran
University of Medical Sciences. 2011.pp. 105-100.
Syriai O, Yahya bi. Tahzeeb al-Akhlag Lalalamah. Tehran: Islamic
Council Library, Digital Library of the Institute of Medical History of
Islamic and Complementary Medicine.
Ibn Abi A, Mowaquddin Ahmad Kh. Ayun al-Anba and Tabagat al-
Atbaa, History of Medicine in the World until the end of the seventh
century of the Hijra. Tehran: Iranian herbal therapy society; 2013. pp.
114-115-120.
Etimadian MN. Medical ethics and etiquette. Tehran: Tehran
University Press; 1963.
Razi M. The Collection of Treatises on the Profession of a Physician
and Selected Treatises on Medical Ethics. Tehran: Institute of Medical
History of Islamic and Complementary Medicine; 2013.
Razi M. Medical ethics from Razi's point of view, Muhammad bin
Zakaria Razi's treatise to one of his students (Tazi text with Persian and
English translation). translated by Mohammad Hossein Sakat. Tehran:
Al-Ma'l; 2011. pp. 53-71.
Shirazi Q. Fi Bayan al-Hajja al-Tabb wa al-Atbaa wa Sayayahm,
corrected by Mohammad Fawad al-Zhakri. Tehran: Institute of Medical
History of Islamic Medicine and Supplements; 2008, pp. 163-173.
Majosi Ahwazi A, Al-Malki (Kamal al-Sanaa). Pandnameh Ahwazi.
translated by Seyyed Mohammad Khaled Ghafari. Tehran: Institute of
Islamic Studies, University of Tehran; 2018, Chapter 1 of the second
article. pp. 10-15.
Ameli JM. Al-Adaab al-Taybah fi al-Islam. Translated by Latif
Rashidi. Qom: Qom Seminary Teachers' Association, Islamic
Publications Office; 2013. pp. 119-192.
Aqili Alavi Sh, Seyyed Muhammad Hossein M. Kholasa-al- Hikmah.
Qom: Ismailian Publications; 2015.
Tankabani MA. Collection of the material of the question, treatise of
Diarrhea. translated by Baral-Saae. Tehran: Institute of Medical History
of Islamic Medicine and Supplement, Iran University of Medical
Sciences; 2003. [In Persian]

Sarnat al-Maali, Kikavus Ibn Iskandar Ibn Vashmgir. Qaboos Nameh.

Yo


http://ijhp.ir/article-1-92-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijhp.ir on 2026-07-06 ]

e SV Sy golOIs HskS e

33.

34.

35.

36.

edited by Gholam Hossein Yousefi. Tehran: Scientific and Cultural
Publications; 2006. pp. 180-181.

Rahavi |. Adab al-Tabib. translated by Maryam Poti and Mino Ali Mirzaei.
Tehran: Iran Traditional Medicine Publications; 2013. pp. 170-178.

Police regulations for dealing with trade and professional violations of
medical and related professions in the organization of the medical
system, laws of the medical system. Tehran: Peshgaman Tehsehe
Publications; 2019, pp. 53-49.

Charter of patient rights, legal affairs office of the Ministry of Health
and Medical. Available at: https://www.behdasht.gov.ir/

Pour Bakhsh SM. Analysis of logical criteria for codification of
patients’ rights charter. MLJ 2009; 3(9): 35-62. [In Persian]

Yov

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Asghari Estiar M, Kazemi A, Abbasi M. The Patient Right’s
Comparison between Ali-Ebn Abbas Majusie-e-Ahvazi Affidavits and
Novel Medical Ethics. Tatikh Pezeshki 2014; 4(13): 155-174. [In
Persian]

Dibayi A. Summary of Medical Ethics and Laws, Tehran, Education
Publishing House; 2013. pp. 47-54.

AMA's Code. American Medical Association of Medical Ethicss:
Patient-Physician Relationships. An Internt Med 2006. p. 24

Nizami Prozodi Samargandi. four essays (the fourth article), edited by
Mohammad Moin. Tehran: Sadeye Moaser Publication; 2012. pp. 132-133
Nazem I. Ahl Nazar's stories (in understanding medicine and

medicine), second edition. Tehran: Al-Ma'i publication; 2010. p. 145.


https://www.behdasht.gov.ir/
http://ijhp.ir/article-1-92-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

