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Opinion
Conflict of Interests in the Health System, Generalities and Management Framework

Ali Jafarian™?", Alireza Parsapour®, Fariba Asghari®, Farhad Shahi®?

Abstract

Background: Conflict of interest in the health system is a serious issuethe various aspects of which must be
assessed.The purpose of this article is to describe the importance and underlying factors involved in managing
conflict of interest in the healthcaresystem.

Methods: Existing data fromarticles and documents were used for analysis and preparation of this article.
Results:The types of interests, influencing factors,and misconceptions dealing with conflict of interest are described
in detail.

Conclusion: Conflict of interest has many dimensions thus finding a simple solution is notalways possible. It is
recommended that rules and regulations for management of conflict of interest be passed and implemented in the country.

Keywords: Conflict of Interest, Delivery of Health Care, Management

&L

1. Lemmens T, Singer PA. Bioethics for clinicians: 17. Conflict of interest Judgments of the Supreme Court of Canada, Hodgkinson v. Simms,
in research, education and patient care. CMAJ 1998; 159(8):960-5. [1994] 3 S.C.R. 377, Judgments of the Supreme Court of Canada

2. Thompson D. Understanding financial conflicts of interest. N Engl J URL: Auvailable at: http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/1994/1994rcs3-
Med 1993; 329:573-6. 377/1994rcs3-377. pdf (access: Nov 2007).

3. LoB, Field MJ, Editors. Conflict of Interest in Medical Research, Regulated Health Professions Act, 1991, S.0. 1991, c. 18. Available at:
Education, and Practice. Committee on Conflict of Interest in Medical http://www.collegeoptom.on.ca/Regulated%20Health%20Professions
Research, Education, and Practice; Institute of Medicine. 2009. %20Act%20-%201991.pdf (access: Nov 2007).

Available at: http:/Aww.nap.edu/ catalog.php? record_id=12598 American Medical Association, E-8.061 Gifts to physicians from

4. Bill on Conflicts of Interest Management in Providing Legal Duties industries,JAMA, Jan 1991; 265: 501. American Medical Association
and Public Services. Available at: http://media.dotic.ir/uploads/org/ URL: Available at: http://mww.ucdme.ucdavis.edu/compliance/pdf/
159479231269652300.pdf [In Persian] Coyle SL; Ethics and Human Rights Committee, American College of

5. Decision of the Social Commission on Management of Conflicts of Physicians-American Society of Intemal Medicine. Physician-industry

Interest.  2020. Awvailable at:  https://www.farsnews.ir/news/
13990827000968/ [In Persian]

For Further Reading:

relations. Part 1: individual physicians Ann Intem Med. 2002; 136(5): 396-402.
Canadian Medical Association, PHYSICIANS AND THE
PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY. Canadian Medical Association

1. Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs of American Medical URL: Available at: http://policybase.cma.ca/policypdf/PD01-10.pdf
Association, CEJA Report A — 1-86 Conflicts of Interest, American CRS Report for Congress. Physician self- referral(“Starkl and 1I”).
Medical Association URL: Available at: http://mww.ama-assn.org/ CRS Report for Congress URL: http://www.law.umaryland.edu/
amal/pub/ upload/mm/369/ceja_ai86.pdf (access: Nov 2007). marshall/crsreports/crsdocuments/RL32494.pdf (access: Nov 2007)

2. Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs of American Medical College of Physician and Surgeons of Alberta, Conflict of Interest.

Association,CEJA Report C — A-89. Conflicts of Interest: Update,
American Medical Association URL: Available at: http://www.ama-
assn.org/amal/ pub/upload/mm/369/ceja_ca89.pdf (access: Nov 2007).

1. Medical Ethics Research Center, Tehran Universityof Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran

College of Physician and Surgeons of Alberta URL: Available at:
http:/mww.  calstate.edu/GC/Docs/Conflict_of _Interest_Handbook.
doc (access: Nov 2007).

2. = Corresponding Author: Department of General Surgery .Tehran Universityof Medical Sciences, , Tehran, Iran, Jafarian@tums.ac.ir

3. Department of Internal Medicine Tehran Universityof Medical Sciences, , Tehran, Iran

Y¥


http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=Search&Term=%22Lemmens%20T%22%5BAuthor%5D&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVAbstractPlus
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=Search&Term=%22Singer%20PA%22%5BAuthor%5D&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVAbstractPlus
javascript:AL_get\(this,%20'jour',%20'CMAJ.'\);
http://www.nap.edu/
http://media.dotic.ir/uploads/org/%20159479231269652300.pdf
http://media.dotic.ir/uploads/org/%20159479231269652300.pdf
https://www.farsnews.ir/news/%2013990827000968/
https://www.farsnews.ir/news/%2013990827000968/
http://www.ama-assn.org/%20ama1/pub/%20upload/mm/369/ceja_ai86.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/%20ama1/pub/%20upload/mm/369/ceja_ai86.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/%20pub/upload/mm/369/ceja_ca89.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/%20pub/upload/mm/369/ceja_ca89.pdf
http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/1994/1994rcs3-377/1994rcs3-377.%20pdf
http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/1994/1994rcs3-377/1994rcs3-377.%20pdf
http://www.collegeoptom.on.ca/Regulated%20Health%20Professions%20Act%20-%201991.pdf
http://www.collegeoptom.on.ca/Regulated%20Health%20Professions%20Act%20-%201991.pdf
http://www.collegeoptom.on.ca/Regulated%20Health%20Professions%20Act%20-%201991.pdf
http://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/compliance/pdf/%20e8061.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=Search&Term=%22Coyle%20SL%22%5BAuthor%5D&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVAbstractPlusDrugs1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=Search&Term=%22Ethics%20and%20Human%20Rights%20Committee%2C%20American%20College%20of%20Physicians-American%20Society%20of%20Internal%20Medicine%22%5BCorporate%20Author%5D&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVAbstractPlusDrugs1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=Search&Term=%22Ethics%20and%20Human%20Rights%20Committee%2C%20American%20College%20of%20Physicians-American%20Society%20of%20Internal%20Medicine%22%5BCorporate%20Author%5D&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVAbstractPlusDrugs1
javascript:AL_get\(this,%20'jour',%20'Ann%20Intern%20Med.'\);
http://policybase.cma.ca/policypdf/PD01-10.pdf
http://www.law.umaryland.edu/%20marshall/crsreports/crsdocuments/RL32494.pdf
http://www.law.umaryland.edu/%20marshall/crsreports/crsdocuments/RL32494.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Farhad_Shahi3
http://ijhp.ir/article-1-386-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ijhp.ir on 2026-06-24 ]

biqxugﬁ‘)\%‘sgleﬁ‘;mhfsu&‘)acjtmué)w

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

Yo

College of Physician and Surgeons of Alberta, Disclosure of Financial
Interest in Prescribed. Medical Products and Services. College of
Physician and Surgeons of Alberta URL: Available at:
http:/Amw.acmg.org/ policies/policies32and33.pdf (access: Nov 2007).
American Medical Association, E-3.04 Referral of Patient,
American Medical Association URL: Available at: http:// www.
rosalindfranklin.edu/cms/clinicalaffairss ACGME/ACGME_ppt/Ethi
c¢s Contents2.pdf (access: Nov 2007).

American Medical Association, E-8.06 Prescribing and Dispensing
Drug and Devices, American Medical Association URL: Available at:
http://www.ama-assn.org/amal/pub/upload/mm/15/mss_res_latel_i-

07.pdf(access: Nov 2007).

American Medical Association, E-8.032, “Conflicts of Interest: Health
Facility Ownership by a. Physician, American Medical Association
URL: http://Mmww.ama-assn.org/amal/pub/upload/mm/21/a07rep-
ee.pdf (access: Nov 2007).

American Medical Association, E-8.132 Referral of Patients:
Disclosure of Limitations, American Medical Association URL:
Available at:  http://www.mmaonline.net/Portals/mma/Publications/
Reports/Pharmaceutical_Issues.pdf (access: Nov 2007).

American Medical Association, E-Addendum I: Council on Ethical and
Judicial Affairs Clarification of Self-Referral (E-8.032). American
Medical Association URI: Available at: http://www.law.ualberta.
ca/centres/hli/ docs/Biblio-2003.pdf (access: Nov 2007).

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

CRS Report for Congress. Physician self- referral(“Starkl and II”).
CRS Report for Congress URL: Available at: http://mww.law.
umaryland.edu/ marshall/crsreports/crsdocuments/RL32494.pdf
(access: Nov 2007).

American Hospital Association, CMS issues phase II of “starkIl”
physician self-regulation, American Hospital Association URL:
Auvailable at: http://www.law.ualberta.ca/centres/hli/docs/Biblio-2003.
pdf (access: Nov 2007).

Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs of American Medical
Association, CEJA Report G — I-90 Gifts to Physicians From Industry,
American Medical Association URL: Available at: http://mww.ama-
assn.org/amal/ pub/upload/mm/369/ceja_gi90.pdf(access: Nov 2007).
American Medical Association, Addendum 11: Council on Ethical and
Judicial Affairs Clarification on Gifts to Physicians from Industry (E-
8.061). American Medical Association URL: Available at:
http://www.uthscsa.edu/ gme/ethicstraining.doc(access: Nov 2007).
American Medical Association, Ethical guidelines for gifts to
physicians from industry, American Medical Association URL:
Available at: http://mww.familydocs.org/assets/92_Gifts%20t0%20
MDs.pdf(access: Nov 2007).

American Medical Association, Ethical guidelines for gifts to physicians
from industry, American Medical Association URL: Available at:
http:/Aamw.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/8405.htmlZ  (access:  Nov
2007).


http://www.acmq.org/%20policies/policies32and33.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/15/mss_res_late1_i-07.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/15/mss_res_late1_i-07.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/21/a07rep-ee.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/21/a07rep-ee.pdf
http://www.mmaonline.net/Portals/mma/Publications/%20Reports/Pharmaceutical_Issues.pdf
http://www.mmaonline.net/Portals/mma/Publications/%20Reports/Pharmaceutical_Issues.pdf
http://www.law.ualberta.ca/centres/hli/docs/Biblio-2003.%20pdf
http://www.law.ualberta.ca/centres/hli/docs/Biblio-2003.%20pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/369/ceja_gi90.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/%20pub/upload/mm/369/ceja_gi90.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/%20pub/upload/mm/369/ceja_gi90.pdf
http://www.uthscsa.edu/%20gme/ethicstraining.doc
http://www.familydocs.org/assets/92_Gifts%20to%20%20MDs.pdf
http://www.familydocs.org/assets/92_Gifts%20to%20%20MDs.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/8405.htmlZ
http://ijhp.ir/article-1-386-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

